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INTRODUCTION 

 The petitioner appeals the decision by the Department 

for Children and Families, Economic Services Division, to 

reduce his Food Stamps.  The issue is whether the Department 

correctly determined the amount of petitioner’s Food Stamps.  

The facts are not in dispute. 

 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

 1. The petitioner, his wife, and their three children 

comprise a five person Food Stamp household.  Petitioner’s 

wife is employed and earns gross income of $1,119.44 per 

month.  Petitioner receives Section 8 assistance and pays 

$118 per month in rent.  Utilities are not included in the 

rent. 

 2. Petitioner’s son T.R. is a high school graduate and 

nineteen years old.  T.R. began a job on February 15, 2008.  

T.R. works 25 hours per week and earns $8.00 per hour or $860 

gross monthly income.  T.R. plans to attend college next 



Fair Hearing No. B-03/08-115  Page 2 

fall.  Petitioner hoped that T.R. could use his earnings 

towards his college expenses. 

 3. The Department recalculated petitioner’s Food 

Stamps by adding T.R.’s wages to his mother’s wages.  The 

Department applied the applicable deductions and determined 

that petitioner’s food stamps should be reduced from $489 per 

month to $198 per month.  The Department sent petitioner 

timely notice on March 13, 2008 that his Food Stamp benefits 

would be reduced effective April 1, 2008.   

 4. The Department correctly recalculated petitioner’s 

Food Stamps. 

ORDER 

 The Department’s decision is affirmed. 

 

REASONS 

 The Food Stamp Program was created to combat hunger and 

malnutrition among low income households.  Food Stamp Manual 

(FSM) § 271.1.  The amount of Food Stamps a household 

receives is based upon a complex formula that is set out in 

the Food Stamp Manual and that reflects the level of federal 

funding for the Food Stamp Program.  FSM § 273.9.  This 

formula includes all earnings except for those earnings that 

are specifically excluded.  FSM § 273.9(b).   
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 Changes to a household’s income trigger a recalculation 

of Food Stamp eligibility and benefit levels.  T.R.’s 

employment triggered a recalculation of the petitioner’s 

household eligibility for Food Stamps. 

 The Department first added T.R.’s gross earnings to his 

mother’s gross earnings totaling $2,059.44 gross monthly 

earned income.  The Department applied the earned income 

deduction (20 percent of gross earned income or $411.89) and 

the standard deduction of $167.  FSM §§ 273.9(d)(2) and 

273.9(d)(1), P-2590(A)(1). 

 The Department next determined whether the 

shelter/utility allowance should be applied.  The 

shelter/utility allowance is determined by (a) adding the 

rent to the standard utility allowance, and (b) subtracting 

an amount equal to 50 percent of the household’s net income.  

FSM § 273.9(d)(5)(i).  The increase in petitioner’s income 

led to the loss of a shelter/utility allowance.  Adding 

petitioner’s rent of $118 to the standard utility allowance 

of $572 equals $690.  Half of his net income is $740.28.  

Subtracting petitioner’s net income from his shelter/utility 

expenses results in a negative number; thus, the 

shelter/utility allowance is zero. 
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 Petitioner’s monthly household income for Food Stamps is 

$1,480.55 (gross income minus earned income deduction and 

standard deduction).  The monthly Food Stamp benefit for a 

five person household at that income is $198 per month.     

P-2590(D). 

 The Department correctly determined the amount of Food 

Stamps based on the income changes to petitioner’s household.  

As a result, the Department’s decision is affirmed.  3 V.S.A. 

§ 3091(d), Fair Hearing Rule No. 17. 

# # # 


